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guese relations. They have some value as an indication of the notions then current in mercantile circles. The significance of the Bulls of Alexander VI, as conferring two monopolies covering the whole world, has been attacked in recent years, and it is therefore interesting to note that in 1527 that was certainly the interpretation placed upon them and upon the Treaty of Tordesillas of 1494. After all it is the contemporary interpretation that is historically important, and it would seem that the disparagement of the old meaning attached to the Bulls has been carried too far. As late as 1562 Sir William Cecil told a Spanish ambassador that "the Pope had no right to partition the world and to give and take kingdoms to whomever he pleased "-1 The same objection is implicit in Henry VIFs grant to John Cabot, and in the Spanish government's remarks upon it.
In the latter part of the memorial Thorne proceeded to his own plan. He argued that from England northwards over the Pole to the Pacific Spice Islands in the equatorial latitude the distance was 2480 leagues,2 whereas the Spanish route by the Strait of Magellan covered 6000 leagues and the Portuguese by the Cape 4300. New spice islands, he said, would undoubtedly be discovered in the tropics, and in addition the northern route would open a market for English cloth in the colder Tartary. He admitted the general belief that the northern ice was impassable, but asserted the contrary: "There is no land unhabitable, nor sea unnavig-able",3 He concluded that the thing ought to be tried: "If I had faculty to my will, it should be the first thing that I would understand, even to attempt, if our seas northward be navigable to the Pole, or no53. In a postscript he retracted some of his confidence* "Though peradventure of troth it is not to be looked to, as a thing that by all opinions is unpossible, and I think never will come to effect: and therefore neither here nor elsewhere is it to be spoken of. For to move it amongst wise men, it should be had in derision. And therefore to none I would have written nor spoken of such things, but to your lordship, to whom boldly I commit in this all my foolish fantasy as to myself. But if it please God that into England I may come with your lordship, I will shew some conjectures of reason, though against the general opinion of cosmographers, by which shall appear this that I say not to lack some foundation.55
The oft-quoted allusion to the discovery of the New Found Land by Hugh Elyot and the elder Robert Thorne occurs in this writing, and perhaps its most notable feature is the omission of any reference, not only
1  Calendar of Spanish State Papers, 1558-^^ No, 144.
2  HaJduyt's 3489 is a misprint.                   3 Hakluyt prints "innavigable".